
“At age four I heard for the first of many times the wonderful 
choir of the Shanghai Cathedral, and experienced the 
transcending beauty and power of their sound from whispered 
murmurings to thundering exultation. I sang in that!choir as a 
boy soloist for a few years, ! soaking up the great Russian 
choral ! heritage which the emigres brought intact to their 
chosen exile in the Orient.
!
“The music I write is the music I hear in my imagination. !It 
seems to me that I do not really compose, I merely write down, 
in the best way I can, what already exists—somewhere. !The 
music is everywhere, and I hear it when I take pains to listen. I 
hear clearly, through seventy years of elapsed time, music that 
others might have composed but never did, music that the 
Shanghai choir might have sung, but never did. It is my turn to 
do what others have not done yet, but do it my way.”
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